
 

West Galloway U3A 

Minutes of AGM 16 April 2021 

Via Zoom 

Those Present 

Linda Ward, Sheena Ingham, Heather Dufton, Helga McNeilage, Philip Miller, 

Florence Clarke, Gill Deakin, Derek Highley, and Group Members, Linda Highley, 

Margaret Pratt & Marion Hannah 

Apologies 

Charles Stewart, Elaine Barton, Jenny Muirhead, Ann Singleton & Alasdair 

Scroggie. 

A copy of the AGM minutes for 2019 had been sent out to every member by 

email. The 2019 minutes were agreed, proposed for approval by Sheena Ingham 

and seconded by Helga McNeilage and signed off. 

1. Matters arising 

Election of Officers.  As this was a Zoom meeting, all members were sent out 

details of voting and asked to email their votes.  As this has been a very unusual 

year due to the Covid 19, pandemic, normal monthly members meetings have not 

been able to take place for over a year and this included the AGM which would 

normally have been held on 3 April 2020.  All committee Officers agreed to 

stand down and offer themselves for re-election until the group can get back to 

normal times, when we will need to encourage new recruits to the committee. 

The voting received by email was as follows:  

Election of Officers, proposed and seconded 

Heather Dufton, Chair, Proposed Jenny Muirhead, seconded Linda Highley 

Gill Deacon, Vice Chair, Proposed Linda Highley, seconded Alasdair Scroggie 

Linda Ward, Secretary, Proposed Alasdair Scroggie, seconded Jean Walker 
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Sheena Ingham, Treasurer, Proposed Jenny Muirhead, seconded Alasdair 

Scroggie  

Helga McNeilage Group Co-ordinator, Proposed Linda Highley, seconded Jean 

Walker 

Florence Clarke, Membership Secretary, Proposed Alasdair Scroggie, Seconded 

Linda Highley 

Committee members, Charles Stewart, Derek Highley, Philip Miller, Nikki 

Hillman, Proposed by Jean Walker, Seconded by Jenny Muirhead. 

2. Chair’s Report 

Heather Dufton had little to report as not much had been happening for the last 

13 months.  She reflected on the challenging times for everyone and expressed 

her sadness that some members had lost loved ones. Heather said it had been 

much appreciated how cheerful members had kept and some had managed to 

explore our local area and provide photos on Messenger and Facebook. 

Heather also expressed her thanks to Linda, Florence, Helga, Sheena and the 

rest of the team for supporting her for the last year. 

3 Treasurer’s Report 

Sheena Ingham gave details of the bank account, the opening balance on 1st 

March 2020 was £2436.49 and the closing balance on 26th February 2021 was 

£4057.03. 

The report continued that there had been little movement on the account this 

year. The closing balance was quite high as most income had come from 

membership fees and there had been no Christmas lunch to subsidise.  Because 

of the healthy bank balance, there will be no membership charge for the year 

2021/22 for those members who paid in full last year.  Members who did not 

pay last year would be charged £7.50 
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5. Secretary’s Report 

Linda Ward started her report by saying that our group has had the most 

unusual year.  In May 2019 our U3A started pretty much as normal with no 

inkling of the tumultuous Covid 19 months ahead. 

We did have a number of speakers before lockdown and also our Christmas 2019 

Christmas lunch which was a great success again. But into the New Year which 

no-one could have predicted the Covid 19 Pandemic meant that all group 

gatherings had to be cancelled. The planned speakers very kindly agreed to put 

their talks on hold for a later date, but little did we know it would be much more 

than a few months before we could meet up again.  This also meant that our 

Christmas 2020 lunch couldn’t take place, but a celebration meal will take place 

as soon as it is safe to do so.  Linda suggested a venue that can accommodate a 

marquee so that we can meet in safe outside conditions and meet government 

guidelines.  The celebration meal will be subsidised in line with our Christmas 

lunches.   

If no-one else would like to take on the role as Secretary, Linda has offered to 

carry one for another year.  Hopefully next year’s meeting will not be via Zoom. 

6. Membership Secretary’s Report 

 

Florence Clarke reported that at the end of 2019 our U3A had 167 paid up 

members, 11 members had resigned, 13 member’s subscriptions had lapsed and 

sadly 3 members had died.  The current membership now stands at 140. 

As this year’s membership fees were waved the renewal date has been extended 

to 28 February 2022. 

 

7. Group Co-ordinators Report 

 

Helga McNeilage gave an update on the groups but not much had been able to 

take place due to Covid 19. However she hoped that we can look forward to our 

groups resuming when the restrictions are lifted.  Some changes have taken 

place though.  The Yoga group will not continue as the leader Jennifer Pattinson 

has retired. 
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Janet Peers was the leader of The World Food group but has recently 

undergone major surgery.  However it is hoped that a new leader will come 

forward so that this group can continue when restrictions allow. 

Janet was also leader of the Gardening Group and Deb Nicol-Holt has kindly 

offered to take over this role. 

 

The Walkers and Strollers group will be able to resume at the end of April 2021 

as this is an allowed outdoor activity. 

 

The Beading group no longer has a venue and its future is still to be decided. 

 

The Book Group has been able to continue through the pandemic by holding their 

meeting through Zoom. 

As restrictions lift hopefully later this year it is expected that the rest of the 

groups will resume. 

 

7 A.O.B. 

 

Gill Deakin raised the question of new committee members as a number of 

current members and officers would like to retire.  It was agreed that this 

would be acted on once regular monthly members have resumed. 

 

 

Date of next AGM meeting:- 

 

Friday, 1 April 2022, at 10.00 a.m. The Library, Stranraer to be confirmed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  


